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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1114. Applicant's submission filed on July 6, 
2005 has been entered. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. The declaration filed under 37 C.F.R. 1 .63 in response to the notice of a 
missing or unsigned declaration has been received. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 4 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Doerpinghaus. 

In figures 7 and 8 the elongated flexible tubular structure is C4, the means for rendering 
the structure impervious is 75, the means to fill and empty the structure is 52, the 
opening in one end is shown in figure 8, the ring portion is 59 with the radially extending 
member with a curved engaging surface being 82, the ring receiving surface is 58 with 
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the surface of corresponding geometry to the ring portion being 81 . Surface 81 is also 
complementary to surface 82. Portion 59 and surface 58 are made of plastic or metal. 


Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

5; The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 and 4-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Cunningham in view of Doerpinghaus. 

In Cunningham the elongated flexible tubular structure is 10, the means for rendering 
the structure impervious is 19 and 20, the front and rear ends of the structure are shown 
in figure 8, the means for filling and empting the vessel is 16, the openings in each end 
of the structure receive clamps 54 and 56, and the clamping mechanism is made up of 
54 and 56. 

In Cunningham the ring portion is 54. The ring receiving surface is 56. The radially 
extending member of ring portion 54 is pointed out in the marked up figure of 
Cunningham attached to the office action mailed April 8, 2005. 
In Cunningham the ring portion 54 and the ring receiving surface 56 of Cunningham 
provide a clamping force exerted by the clamping mechanism clamping the end of the 
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flexible tubular structure 10 between ring portion 54 and the ring receiving surface 56 
thereby affixing the mechanism to the end of the structure 10. 

The radially extending member of Cunningham does not have a curved engaging 
surface which extends radially outward, and the ring receiving surface 56 of 
Cunningham does not have a corresponding geometry to the ring portion. 

Note in Doerpinghaus curved engaging surfaces 81 and 82, which are complementary 
and have corresponding geometry. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains to provide to the radially 
extending member of Cunningham a curved engaging surface similar to 82 of 
Doerpinghaus and to ring receiving surface 56 of Cunningham a corresponding in 
geometry curved engaging surface similar to that of 81 of Doerpinghaus. 
Motivation to do so is to have the ring portion and ring receiving surface clamp the ends 
of the structure 10 of Cunningham more securely. 

In Cunningham the axially located hub is 55, the axially located member of the ring 
receiving surface is the aperture of surface 56, the load bearing device are the threads 
of the aperture of surface 56, the threads of surface 56 are adjustable along the hub to 
adjust the amount of clamping force and the means to couple a tow cable is 18. 
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The ring portion 54 and the ring receiving surface 57 of Cunningham do not include 
openings which allow egress and ingress of fluid to and from the interior of the tubular 
structure. Note 38 of the ring portion 33 of Doerpinghaus. It would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains to provide to 55 of Cunningham a opening similar to 38 of 
Doerpinghaus, such opening allowing egress and ingress of fluid to and from the interior 
of the tubular structure and providing an opening in the ring portion and ring surface to 
do so. Motivation to do so is to replace 16 of Cunningham with such an opening. This 
would make the container cheaper to make. 

The means for closing off flow of fluid to and from the tubular structure of claim 8 would 
be similar to 36 of Doerpinghaus. With regard to claim 10, the means for coupling a tow 
cable thereto would be similar to 37 of Doerpinghaus. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed July 6, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues: 

Cunningham, either alone or in combination with Doerpinghaus fails to teach, disclose 
or motivate a skilled artisan to practice a clamping mechanism comprising "a ring 
portion having a radially extending member with a curved engaging surface which 
extends radially outward and a ring receiving surface having a corresponding geometry 
to said ring portion. 
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8. This argument is rebutted by stating that Doerpinghaus discloses surfaces 81 
and 82 which are complementary to each other and correspond to each other. 
Doerpinghaus discloses a clamping mechanism made up of 58 and 59 comprising a 
ring portion 59 having a radially extending member with a curved engaging surface 82 
which extends radially outward and a ring receiving surface having a corresponding 
geometry 81 to said ring portion. Doerpinghaus anticipates claim 1 and makes claim 1 
obvious with regard to Cunningham. 


Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherman D. Basinger whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 5:30 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
'supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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